Specifications and implementation of a new exchange format to support computerized consensus in pathology.
In the pathology domain, consensus sessions around multi-headed microscopes enhance reproducibility and can reduce inter- and intra-observer variability. Computerized tools and Web technology could facilitate the organization of consensus sessions and assist pathologists to agree on features that are relevant to diagnosis. In the context of the IDEM project, whose aim is to achieve a computerized platform to allow pathologists to derive consensual diagnostic during Internet-based collaborative sessions, we propose a new extension of the existing TELESLIDE format. This new extended format enables the storage and the exchange of multi-experts descriptions that will be processed by the IDEM consensus engine to produce consensual descriptions. We describe this new format and its implementation in the IDEM teleconsensus platform.